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Welcome  

 

 

Welcome to the June edition of the AAUS Advocate.  

This month Melbourne was chosen by Uber Air as its first international test site for the proposed 

VTOL aerial taxi service.  Obviously there are many regulatory and technical challenges ahead 

for this project, but it does demonstrate that Australia is seen as a preferred destination for new 

aviation technologies due to its forward leaning Government and Regulator.   

 

Another international effort is the Google Wing drone delivery service currently in operation in 

Canberra.  This operation has had its challenges with the public due to the noise of the drone 

service and this week Deputy Prime Minister Michael McCormack confirmed that the 

Government intends to complete a formal review of noise issues by the end of the year.  The 

review will consider the community noise impact of drone operations, the size, frequency and 

nature of drone operations (recreational and commercial), and existing safety regulations 

administered by CASA.  The review serves as a reminder to industry that there are many factors 

outside of the pure technology that can impact us.  

 

AAUS continues to strive to be a influential player in discussion with Government on a number 

of issues facing industry.  We sit on a number of committees and working groups with CASA, 

ASTRA and Government.  This week we participated in the ASTRA Council meeting.  For more 

details refer to the AAUS Working for you section below. 

 

If you are keen to join the discussion on issues facing our industry, most of the key players from 

Government and Industry will be participating at the AAUS RPAS in Australian Skies conference 

on July 17-18 in Canberra.  In conjunction with the conference, we will be holding a Gala Dinner 

with Industry awards to recognise significant contributions by individuals and companies.  We'd 

love to see you there. 

  

Best Regards,  

Greg Tyrrell, Executive Director AAUS  

  

 

 

Speaker spotlights for RPAS in Australian Skies  

 



 

 

Clem Newton-Brown, Skyportz 

Presentation: Delivering the 

Infrastructure of the Future  

 

Clem Newton-Brown is a lawyer and 

planning consultant who also has a political 

background as a former Deputy Lord 

Mayor of Melbourne and Member for 

Prahran in the Victorian Parliament.  He is 

the founder of Skyportz, a business which 

aims to establish a network of landing sites 

across Australia for future use by Vertical 

Take off and Landing aircraft. The first 

Skyportz is underway with an application to 

the Victorian Government to replace the 

existing helipad on the Yarra River with a 

multi-purpose facility. 
 

 

 

Jean-Guy Blete, Thales 

Presentation: Geofencing, 

Identification and Tracking Solutions 

 

Jean-Guy Blete has been a part of Thales 

for 30 years.  Starting  in the naval domain: 

cruise missiles, sonar and torpedoes 

systems, he then spent  4 years in 

Australia as Collins submarines Program 

Manager  before to lead the aeronautics 

navigation products line. 

 

Since 2015, Jean-Guy has led Thales' UAS 

avionics business. He is also an active 

contributor to UAV regulations and is an 

experienced drone pilot. 

  
 



 

 

Michael Allouche, IAI 

Presentation: Facing the Challenges of 

RPAS Airworthiness Certification and 

Airspace Integration 

 

Michael Allouche, viewed as a worldwide 

expert, has accumulated 43 years of 

professional experience, namely in the 

field of both manned aircraft certification 

(Airbus) and unmanned aircraft 

certification, at Israel Aerospace Industries 

since 1992, as UAS Airworthiness 

Manager. 

 

Thanks to his active role in the UAS 

standardisation process, he was recently 

granted the EUROCAE 2019 

lifetime  achievement award. 

  
 

 

 

Support for David  

 



 

 

David Skinner, Managing Director of Bask 

Aerospace is a long term member of the 

AAUS and a member of our NExtGen 

advisory group.  

 

Sadly on Saturday the 8th June David 

suffered from a devastatingly large bleed 

on the brain, just two hours into his 

weekend away on the Sunshine Coast. He 

was taken to Brisbane hospital for 

neurosurgery and currently remains in ICU 

care.  

  

If you can assist  please follow the link 

below. 

https://www.gofundme.com/help-dave-

through-his-stroke-recovery 

 

We will be supporting David through this 

difficult time and we may call on our 

members to assist in other ways in the 

future. 

 

Bask Aerospace remains operating, if you 

need to get in touch contact Chris  Wighton 

at chris@baskaerospace.com.au  

  
 

 

 

AAUS working for you  

 

AAUS is represented on many committees that influence important outcomes for the unmanned 

systems industry. Activities this month have included representation at: 

 

ASTRA Council:  AAUS participates in the Australian Strategic Air Traffic Management Group 

(ASTRA) and subordinate working groups.  The Council is made up of representatives from 

Government, AirServices Australia, CASA, the Bureau of Meteorology, the Airlines and Aviation 

Associations.  The ASTRA Council is currently putting together a working group on UAS 

Airspace integration to consider aspects of airspace integration for drones including urban air 

mobility and UAS traffic management (UTM).    

 

https://aaus.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=886aea23a8a0702c15266f48e&id=c97ad4e04e&e=7c536b8f78
https://aaus.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=886aea23a8a0702c15266f48e&id=c97ad4e04e&e=7c536b8f78
mailto:chris@baskaerospace.com.au


CASA:  AAUS maintains a good working relationship with CASA and meets with CASA's RPAS 

leadership on a regular basis.   Recent discussions have focussed on some teething problems 

being experienced by some of our members with respect to complex missions and the 

application of SORA.  We will keep our membership informed if there is any material outcome 

on these issues. 

 

Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional Development: AAUS has 

been in discussion with the Department in relation to Government policy development with 

respect to RPAS.  We will hear from Simon Moore at the RPAS in Australian Skies conference 

on this subject. 

 

TAAAF:   AAUS participated at the recent The Australian Aviation Associations Forum (TAAAF) 

meeting held in Canberra where many issues facing the aviation community are raised and 

discussed.  

 

Flight Safety Foundation (FSF) Technical Advisory Committee: AAUS Board Member 

Simon Hooper presented at the FSF TAC om RPAS Risk Management in Melbourne in 

May.  The FSF BARS program includes an RPAS standard that is employed by the mining and 

Oil & gas sectors.  

  

AAUS Members Advisory Working Groups:  

 

To better represent our membership, we are establishing membership working groups to action 

issues important to different industry sectors.   If you are interested in being part of these working 

groups contact greg.tyrrell@aaus.org.au 

 

The current membership advisory groups meet once a month and include: 

 

NextGen Advisory Group (under 35):  The role of the NextGen Advisory Group will be to 

provide relevant expertise and sub 35 age demographic specific insight and advice to the AAUS 

Board for the future development of advocacy, membership and events guidance in accordance 

with the agreed policy principles. 

 

Drone Operators Advisory Group:  The role of the Drone Operators Advisory Group is to 

provide relevant expertise and industry insight to inform the AAUS Board on operational 

challenges facing our industry including regulatory matters. 

 

Australian Manufacturers Advisory Group: The role of the Australian Manufacturers Advisory 

Group is to provide relevant expertise and industry insight to inform the AAUS Board on matters 

concerning this segment of industry and assist in the development of future advocacy work on 

behalf of industry. 

mailto:greg.tyrrell@aaus.org.au


 

 

Training Advisory Group: The role of the Training Advisory Group is to provide relevant 

expertise and industry insight to inform the AAUS Board on matters concerning this segment of 

industry and assist in the development of future advocacy work on behalf of industry.  
 

 

 

AAUS Events  

 

  

https://aaus.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=886aea23a8a0702c15266f48e&id=e5457211ae&e=7c536b8f78


  

https://aaus.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=886aea23a8a0702c15266f48e&id=66ec84740f&e=7c536b8f78


  

 

 

   Industry Events  

  

Non affiliated events of interest 

 

Emerging Leaders Forum 

Women In Aviation (Australian Chapter) 

August 9 

Canberra  

 

World of Drones Congress 2019 

26 & 27 September 2019 

Queensland 

 

https://aaus.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=886aea23a8a0702c15266f48e&id=e0846efa53&e=7c536b8f78
https://aaus.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=886aea23a8a0702c15266f48e&id=a06863506f&e=7c536b8f78
https://aaus.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=886aea23a8a0702c15266f48e&id=eb4aa0ece3&e=7c536b8f78


 

Drone Camp 2019 

October 1st-3rd 2019 

Narrabeen, Sydney 

 

 

  

 

https://aaus.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=886aea23a8a0702c15266f48e&id=16de9395d0&e=7c536b8f78

